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   The number one question I get is “What does a steward do anyway?”  This question is asked in my profes-

sional life about as often as it is asked while I’m actually stewarding. Most stewards do not spend a lot of time 
working at the at the Bronze or Silver Level of horse shows and as that is where most competitors, trainers 

and officials get their start, I think it’s worth spotlighting the grassroots of our sport for a few paragraphs.  

 

Most bronze and silver shows only require a single steward on the grounds for the duration of the show. 

This varies greatly from the team environment that you find at large Gold or FEI horse shows in Canada. It 

also means that as the only steward, your roles and responsibilities are largely increased despite the competi-

tion being smaller.  

 

You will arrive on site and survey the set up keeping in mind that this may be the first sanctioned horse show 

that this property has ever hosted. Hopefully you encounter an easy to find office set up, a qualified medic, 

and a clean stall available for drug testing if necessary. You may or may not receive a walkie talkie. You might 

just need to listen for pages over the sound system when your services are required. If all of this is appropri-

ately in place when you arrive, you are good to start the day! Next you must locate the other horse show 

officials and at least introduce yourself and ask if they have any questions about the classes or divisions run-

ning in their assigned ring. Often you will find some “green” officials at this level so any support you can offer 

them is greatly appreciated by them, and encourages them to ask questions if they are unsure about anything 

in their rings before there is an issue. Keep in mind that while these shows are Equestrian Canada sanctioned, 

they often run a significant number of classes and divisions that are not specifically referenced by the Eques-

trian Canada rulebooks. The prize list will reference these divisions, but they may not have updated that 

year’s correct specifications as per the appropriate club. Make sure you have access to the most up to date 

copy of these rules directly from the club (if applicable) as it will help you navigate the nuances of these clas-

ses and divisions quickly and easily when they arise.   

 

Once you are sure that everyone is on track for the day, it’s off to the warm up rings. There may be more 

than one that you’re responsible for supervising. If you’re lucky, they will be close to each other and not at 

opposite ends of the property, up and over a hill, or around a pond with angry geese. Again, keep in mind 

that properties at this level may not have been designed specifically or exclusively for horse shows, and the 

grounds may continue to be multi use areas during the horse show. For example, many of these properties 

have boarding barns and those clients often want to ride during the horse show even though they are not 

officially participating. I guarantee that a reiner will show up in your hunter warm up ring every so often, and 

someone just hacking will wander in without a number because they live on site and didn’t realize they need 

one to hack in the ring they ride in every day. These situations can be tricky because often your warm up is 

busy enough already without adding in other equestrian elements. The best way to keep everyone happy in 

this situation is to explain that when the property is running a sanctioned horse show, the property falls un-

der the rules of Equestrian Canada and all of those rules apply.  
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FEI Level 1 Jumping Steward 

Equestrian Canada Senior Steward  

 

Career Highlights 
Toronto Pam Am Games, Royal Agricultural Winter Fair, Canadian 

Show Jumping Tournament, and Ottawa International.  

 
Martha runs the Trillium Hunter Jumper Association in Ontario, 

provides management services to the North East Association of 

Equine Practitioners in New York and teaches for the University of 

Guelph. She also manages a horse transport company in Ontario, 

and is the agent for Overseas Horse Services in Toronto at Pearson International Airport. She regularly spends 

time in the saddle enjoying her horse Leroy, and occasionally manages to find her way to the hunter show ring. 

 

Mission Statement:  Horse shows are one of my favorite places to spend time, and stewarding provides an opportunity to 

do this with the benefit of promoting education in that environment. I believe that a level playing field is paramount in 

equestrian sport, and always enjoy the discussion and analysis involved in both interpreting and enforcing the written rules.  

 

 

COMING SOON TO A HORSE SHOW NEAR YOU??????? 

 

 “THE STEWARD HAS A QUESTION”  CONTEST!!! 

 

CHECK YOUR SHOW NOTICE BOARDS FOUR UPCOMING  

           CONTESTS  

 

HAVE FUN LEARNING THE RULES…… 

 

  ANSWERING  QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RULES…. 

 

     AND WINNING SOME GREAT PRIZES!!! 

       Meet the Steward—Martha Worts, Canada 
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However, that being said, I would give those riders the opportunity to ride in the warm up rings in between classes, 

or during hacks/jogs provided they have registered with the office and are wearing a number for identification pur-

poses. They still get to have their ride, but they have been educated about the rules and know what is required for 

the next time. It also creates a pleasant experience for what may be their first interaction with a representative of 

Equestrian Canada and their sanctioned horse shows. The last thing you want to do is create a situation where an 

individual is turned off of sanctioned horse shows because of a rule.  

 
Always be not only aware of the environment you are stepping into, but also respectful. For various reasons, sanc-

tioned horse shows at the grassroots level can be difficult to distinguish from unsanctioned schooling shows for 

trainers, competitors and spectators. More often than not, there were three shows that preceded this week’s sanc-

tioned show that were unsanctioned and operated using almost an identical structure. Do not be surprised if a hand-

ful of competitors are completely unaware of things like jogging for soundness in order to receive their ribbons, two 

refusals being the limit, adults and juniors not riding the same large pony at the same show, and tack rules. You will 

routinely hear comments like “Well we didn’t have to do that last weekend” which is a convenient segue for you as 

the steward to explain the differences between a sanctioned horse show and a schooling show and tout the benefits 

of consistency and sanctioning.  

 

In addition to this, you may be working with staff and volunteers who have varying degrees of experience in the 

roles they have been placed in at these horse shows. If you take the time to introduce yourself and orientate them in 

what is required of them under the rules, they can be life savers. Things that you take for granted at larger shows 

are often missed at the smaller shows if you do not keep a watchful eye on them. The incorrect tallying of Champion 

and Reserve Champion points can be a heartbreaking situation for those involved if mistakes are made regarding 

points or ties. Something like allowing a junior to jog without a helmet can also be missed by an inexperienced ingate 

person. Make sure you hang around the ingate when the jogs are happening and visit the announcer when the Cham-

pion and Reserve Champion points are being tallied so you can head off any potential issues. You know what they 

say about an ounce of prevention. 

 

Finally try to ask follow up questions to ensure that you are giving the correct information despite the actual ques-

tion being asked. You will inevitably have a competitor or trainer ask about tack for the flat portion of the hunter 

medal, but refer to those classes as equitation on the flats. Unfortunately, the answers to those two questions are 

different. By asking specific questions about the class that a competitor is in you can help avoid the disappointment of 

illegal tack. You may have answered the question they asked correctly, “Flat portions of the Hunter Medal require 

you to use the same tack as over fences portion” but the competitor only heard “Flat” and “Tack stays the same” 

which they understood to mean that they could ride in their standing martingale for the Equitation on the Flat class 

they are entered in. I always like to engage competitors or trainers to make sure they understand the explanation. 
Posing questions like “You understand how that rule is different for medals versus equitation on the flat classes” 

ensures that they understand that there is a difference as opposed to just hearing what you said and applying it as a 

blanket statement to all equitation classes. 

 

Of course all of these tips are not unique to the grassroots horse shows, but you certainly tend to encounter them a 

lot more often at that level. It can be exhausting work, but it is incredibly rewarding to be a part of the mechanism 

that gets people who love horses already, hooked into the competitive element of horse showing!   
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The Stewards Hub Wishes to Thank  

JB Audio Visual for their upcoming  

support in 2017.     
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info@stewardshub.com 

 

To receive Newsletters 

& Information Monthly 

Join Steward’s Hub 
Club.  Free to Join!!! 

STEWARDS HUB 

 
 

If you have an idea you’d like to share 

for an upcoming article please send us 

an email.   We’d love to hear from you!!! 
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We’re on the web:  

stewardshub.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proud Sponsor of the 2012 Canadian Equestrian Team  

 
Bonnets are made in Canada of 100% cotton with lycra spandex 

ears for a comfortable, wrinkle-free fit.    

 
Cavalletti Bonnets offer custom fitting,  a wide variety of trims 

and colours with great attention to detail. 

 

To order a Bonnet visit www.facebook.com/cavallettibonnets/  
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