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Endurance events are the “marathon” events for equines and can be distances of 80 km to 160 km for FEI 

events.  When national and FEI events are held at the same time most often in North America, all the ath-

letes are entered in the national event and some are cross entered in FEI event – this means the Stewards 

need to have working knowledge of both the National rules and the FEI rules.  In Canada, Endurance has 
adopted the Eventing model for National events so uses TD’s rather stewards.  The race is broken up into 

phases, sometimes referred to as loops or tracks, each phase ends with a vet check to evaluate the equines 

“fit to continue” status by evaluating gait and metabolic status (pulse, gut sounds, hydration) and then if they 

pass the vet inspection, a mandatory rest period prior to being released for the next phase.  The races are 

mostly held during the day, but in some countries are held during the night to avoid the heat. 

 

Most Endurance events are held in remote locations in order to have good access to trail to accommodate 

the long distances, which often means no cell coverage to communicate with other Stewards, other Officials 

or the Organizing committee . As a result during the event when using a cell phone is not possible one’s 

portable radio becomes very important.  Also often there will be no electrical power and there may or may 

not be a generator, so having a power pack with you is helpful.  Accommodations may be on site in a camper 

or at a motel/hotel which could be nearby or 30-60 minutes away, so the need to be organized each day is 

important. 

The pre-competition stewarding 

is very similar to most disci-

plines which covers the arrival 

of horses, training tracks and 

grazing areas .  In addition stew-

ards assist with ceremonies.  

Stabling can be quite different 

than at other disciplines, at 

many/most non championship/

games endurance events the 

stable area will be in a field/open 

area with the horses in portable 

pens (electric or solid supplied 

by the athlete), hi-ties or tied to 

the horse trailer that the athlete 

is staying in.  

 

The course design can significantly impact the required number of OC volunteers/workers/stewards and 

officials needed.  At each vet gate there needs to be arrival timing, vet gate timing, release timing, vet gate 

(with minimum of 3 trotting lanes in the vet gate, more if there are a lot of horses at the event), treatment 

clinic – there must be sufficient stewards to properly support the OC in the successful running of the event.  

The basic course designs of Endurance are:  

Clover leaf design (all loops start and end in the same place) requires the least number of stewards.   

Out check (starts at the base location and has one or more vet checks in another location) and the fin-

ish at the start location. 

                  Continued on page 2…... 
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 FEI Level II Endurance Steward 

 FEI 4* Endurance Judge 

 FEI 4* Endurance TD 

 FEI 4* Course Designer 

 FEI 1-3* Event Manager in Manitoba 

 

Career Highlights 

 
 Started in FEI Endurance events as a pulse recorder at the 1999 Pan American Endurance 

Championship at Spruce Woods Provincial Park. In 2003 as a groom at the 2003 Pan American En-

durance Championship at Trout Lake. 

 In 2005 took my first FEI Judge course at Fair Hill and became a 2* Judge, followed by many 

more over the years to my current statuses. 

 Being the Assistant Chef d’Equipe for the Canadian Endurance Team 2005-2010 and then the 

Chef d’Equipe 2011-2016. 

 Being invited to be a member the Official Teams at events across Canada, the US and Japan.  I 

enjoy working with the Teams at the events and contributing to make the event a successful one for 

the event organizer and competitors. 

Also enjoy organizing and hosting endurance events and the complexities it brings. 

 
Mission Statement: 

To contribute to the growth and development of Endurance locally here in Manitoba, Canada, North America and the world. 

To Prevent, Intervene, Protect and Promote the sport in order to provide a competition environment that ensures a fair, consistent 

and safe playing field for all, but especially the equine.   

 

….Continued from page 1—The Endurance Steward 

 
Point to Point (start in one location and each vet check is in a different location) requires the most stewards as the event could 

have several vet checks open at the same time in different locations.  

 

During the competition stewards are involved in all aspects of the endurance competition 

Supervision of the barn during the pre-race feeding often at 3-4am 

Supervision of tacking up and warm up 

Assisting with tack and clothing checks prior to the start of the race 

Supervision of the Field of Play which includes the course/loops/phases, the cooling area, vet inspection area, hold area (rest 

area, grazing area), crew points on the course. 

May be required to assist with certain road crossings. 

May be required to supervise on course whenever a short cut is possible 

Rider weigh in and spot checks 

May be required to escort horses to the treatment area 

May be required to assist with the timing of the phases  

 

The day can start as early as 3-4am with a 5:30 start and continue for up to12 hours for the 80 km, 18 horse for the 120 km and 24 

hours for the 160 km.  Early finishers, including the rest periods can be 5 hours for the 80 km, 8 hours for the 120km and 11 hours 

for the 160 km. 

 

Best Condition Judging is usually done on the top 10 finishing horses for each distance and is sometimes done 1-2 hour after they 

finish or the next morning. 

 

Being an Endurance Steward is a lot of work, but it is rewarding and you get to see all aspects of the event and you do get a lot of 

opportunities to help, prevent and intervene.  

       Meet the Steward—Maura Leahy, Canada 
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“OATS Contest”   

 (OATS) Omega Alpha Trivia Session 

 
submitted by FEI/EC Steward Sandra Conrad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Winner:  Jumper Rider Audra McKnight of  

Fredericton,  New Brunswick with her coach Valerie Phalen  

 

Trivia sessions were held at Restless Pines Fall Finale,  

Nova Scotia  
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& Information Monthly 
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If you have an idea you’d like to share 

for an upcoming article please send us 

an email.   We’d love to hear from you!!! 
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We’re on the web:  

stewardshub.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proud Sponsor of the 2012 Canadian Equestrian Team  

 
 Bonnets are made in Canada of 100% cotton with lycra spandex    

 ears for a comfortable, wrinkle-free fit.    

 
 Cavalletti Bonnets offer custom fitting,  a wide variety of trims 

and colours with great attention to detail. 

 

To order a Bonnet visit www.facebook.com/cavallettibonnets/  
 

mailto:info@stewardshub.com
mailto:info@stewardshub.com
mailto:info@stewardshub.com
https://www.facebook.com/CavallettiCustomBonnets/
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***Photo of the Month****   
Photos supplied by Stewards—taken at various horse shows. 

 

 

 

Great Example of Emergency Contact Form that a Steward has in their 

Steward’s Tool Kit 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***LATEST NEWS FROM EQUESTRIAN CANADA**** 
 
“The Plan, which is a guide for competition organizers, is an extremely valuable resource for 
first-time and veteran horse show managers alike. Covering topics like weather, communica-
tions, health and welfare of horses, and emergency planning, the guide has forms, check 
lists, resources and how-to instructions to facilitate the smooth execution of an EC sanctioned 
competition. “ 
   
“Created using the expertise of EC officials and veterinarians, the Plan is also an excellent 
resource for participants, parents and owners on what to do at a competition in the case of an 
unexpected or extreme situation—such as a dangerous thunder storm, lost child or a biosecu-
rity concern, among other situations. “   Equestrian Canada   
 
 

Check out Equestrian Canada’s Emergency Planning and Action Plan Booklet  

https://www.equestrian.ca/cfs/files/resources/ME4cG8snJEZ6FyRtw/Emergency%20Plan%20EN%2011102016.pdf?token=eyJhdXRoVG9rZW4iOiJOSUdNLXRoYzEtWUlyZE1pMTVzdkhmSHNhTHFZYXlBX016dkJYRFJ3NG1IIn0%3D&inf_contact_key=96a8f7d8c1b332eaaa0a3c0f4c12cc7116198a6d81a9e126cd
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Our Therapy Booklet has recently been updated.   

Download the latest version from our website. 

 
This booklet was created with the assistance of FEI Vets and FEI stewards. 

We are hoping this booklet will assist stewards while they are doing their barn checks.   The Therapy 

Booklet lists some of the most common treatments that are seen in the barns.  The information 

provided is only for reference.  Always refer to the FEI Veterinary Regulations and the Competition 

FEI Vet to confirm if the treatment is allowed or not-allowed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also many, many thanks to all the Stewards who have     contrib-

uted to this booklet over the past year.    We are     always hap-

py to receive information.  Please continue to send me photos 

and information on anything new that you may come across in 

your barn checks and we will gladly add them. 
 

Our Mission 

Since 2013 The Stewards Hub goal has been to provide a one stop            

information site with helpful links and features to assist stewards with their 

duties and responsibilities as well as providing innovative tools to achieve  

excellence in the field. 

In 2015 we will be launching our on-line training videos series to Stewards 

Hub Members. 
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